Non-fiction notes

Non-fiction= not fake. Writing that deals with real people, things, events, and places

Some types: 
· personal essays (writing based in the author's point of view, rather than extensive research) 
· speeches (presented out loud to an audience)
· memoirs (a story that relates to one part of the writer’s life and reflects on reoccurring themes throughout the writer’s life)
· biographies (A story about a person’s life, written by someone else)
· autobiographies (A story about a person’s life, written by that person) 
· newspaper and magazine articles
· editorials (an article, typically short, expressing an opinion or point of view).
writer's purpose—the reason for writing something 
3 main types in non-fiction (can be combined in one piece of writing):
· Exposition/expository writing--purpose to explain, inform, define or clarify, answers questions "what is it?" or "how does it work?"

· Personal expression--purpose to give personal feelings, thoughts or experiences of the writer, answers the questions "how or what does the writer feel or think about this?" "what are some of the writer's own experiences?"

· Persuasion--purpose to get the reader to believe or do something, answers questions "how should I feel about this?" "what should I do about this?"

Writing can either be: 

· objective--writer screens out any feelings and simply conveys facts (a concept whose truth can be proved)
· subjective--writer freely reveals his/her own opinions (a personal view, attitude, or belief) as well as facts

In either approach, the reader/writer must watch for bias—a lack of neutrality a writer has towards a topic
generalizations vs. details--details/specifics are preferred, writers provide details through: statistics, examples, definitions, anecdotes (short, true story used as an example)

· main idea--message, opinion, or idea the writer wants to communicate  may be:

· direct (writer tells readers) or 
· implied (readers are expected to get main idea from content of the piece)

· diction-- the author's choice of words; includes four levels: formal, informal, colloquial and slang
· audience (type of reader who will read a piece of writing) determines tone (attitude the writer takes toward an audience, subject or character)
Introduction—the beginning of a piece of writing; usually contains the thesis (the main idea for a composition or essay) of the writing. 
Methods used in the introduction include: question, anecdote, description, quotation, surprising statement, etc. Anecdote—short, true story used as an example; often used as an introduction technique 

Body paragraphs contain topic sentences (a sentence intended to express the main idea in a paragraph or passage), supporting ideas (the examples, facts, ideas, illustrations, cases, and/or anecdotes used by the writer to explain, expand on, and develop the more general main idea) and evidence (a statement, reason, or fact for or against a point)

Conclusion—the ending of a piece of writing, should answer the question “so what?”; methods include: challenge the reader, look to the future, pose questions, echo the introduction
(ex. Introduction 
From the parking lot, I could see the towers of the castle of the Magic Kingdom standing stately against the blue sky. To the right, the tall peak of The Matterhorn rose even higher. From the left, I could hear the jungle sounds of Adventureland. As I entered the gate, Main Street stretched before me with its quaint shops evoking an old-fashioned small town so charming it could never have existed. I was entranced. Disneyland may have been built for children, but it brings out the child in adults.

Conclusion
I thought I would spend a few hours at Disneyland, but here I was at 1:00 A.M., closing time, leaving the front gates with the now dark towers of the Magic Kingdom behind me. I could see tired children, toddling along and struggling to keep their eyes open as best they could. Others slept in their parents' arms as we waited for the parking lot tram that would take us to our cars. My forty-year-old feet ached, and I felt a bit sad to think that in a couple of days I would be leaving California, my vacation over, to go back to my desk. But then I smiled to think that for at least a day I felt ten years old again)

