1

A Doll House by Henrik Ibsen

Study Guide 



1. As the curtain rises at the beginning of the play and Nora comes in, why, in particular, is she happy? 

2. What does Nora's sneaking macaroons suggest about her relationship with Torvald? Is Nora childish? 

3. When Nora and Torvald argue about money, whom does Torvald suggest Nora takes after? 

4. How does Mrs. Linde serve as a contrast to Nora? 

5. Why has Nora had to borrow large sums of money? 

6. Why does Nora stoke the fire when Krogstad goes into Torvald's study? 

7. What does Dr. Rank think of Krogstad? 

8. Dr. Rank describes himself as "wretched." In what respect is he wretched? 

9. With what does Dr. Rank equate physical illness? 

9. Why has Krogstad come to see Torvald? 

10. How does Krogstad blackmail Nora? 

11. According to Krogstad, what did Nora do in order to borrow the money? 

12. How does Nora rationalize that she has not committed a crime? 

13. What does Nora ask the maid to do with the Christmas tree? 

14. What does the Christmas tree symbolize at this point in the play? 

15. According to Torvald, what was Krogstad's crime? 

16. What does Torvald believe is the effect of Krogstad's moral illness? Besides Krogstad, who else has been contaminated? 

17. Why does Nora now believe she is corrupt? 

18. Where is the Christmas tree at the beginning of Act II? In what condition is it? 

19. What is Nora's attitude toward her children? 

20. What disease did Dr. Rank inherit from his father? 

21. What does Nora beg Torvald to do about Krogstad? 

22. Why does Nora respond "Nonsense" to the following statement by Dr. Rank? 

"With death staring me in the face?--And to suffer thus for another's sin! Where's the justice of it? An in one way or another you can trace in every family some such inexorable retribution---? 

23. How does Nora sexually tease Dr. Rank during their interview? 

24. What makes her stop? 

25. When Krogstad returns, what does he bring with him? 

26. How does Mrs. Linde offer to help Nora? 

27. When the last act opens, what time of day is it? 

29. In her meeting with Krogstad, what does Mrs. Linde propose? 

30. How does Nora express her anxiety through the tarantella? 

31. What costume did Nora wear to the ball? What does it seem to suggest? 

32. What does Rank leave behind after the ball? What does it suggest? 

33. After Torvald reads Krogstad's blackmailing letter, how does he respond to Nora? Provide specific support. 

34. Why does Torvald say, "I am saved? Nora, I am saved?" 

35. What does Nora's shedding her costume and putting on her everyday dress suggest? 

36. Whom does Nora suggest has done her a great injustice? 

37. In the end, what does Nora see as the real corruption in life if it is not her forgery and little lies? 

38. In the end, how is Nora compared to the Mrs. Linde we met at the beginning of the play? 

39. Is Nora's departure from her family equated with Dr. Rank's departure from life? 

40. What does Nora put on as she departs her home at the end of the play? Is this a fitting symbol?
