









Name


Date

Campbell High School

World Literature
OEDIPUS THE KING

Part II

In the World Literature text, read pages 503-524.  Respond to the following items as you read.

Issues:  Is Oedipus truly the murderer of King Laius?  Will he suffer the terrible fate Teiresias has prophesied?

A messenger brings good news from (a city-state)



.  The good news is that the people of this city-state want Oedipus to return and become their 



.  He brings sad news also—the king of that city-state, (his name)


, has died.  This news gives Oedipus some relief because he feared that he would kill that king.  Now, that fear is past, since the king has died a natural death.  Jocasta breathes a sigh of relief.  Then, Oedipus notes that the Queen (her name)

, still lives, and he worries about the prophecy.  The messenger reassures Oedipus who frets that he might have killed the king and married the queen.  The messenger tells Oedipus that he (the messenger) had received  him in the wilderness and had delivered him to the city-state identified above which was ruled by the now-dead king and his queen.  They raised him as their natural born 


, but they were not related to him.  The messenger tells Oedipus, “I saved your life, and your feet were pinned together. That’s how you got your present name.  Another shepherd gave you to me.”
Immediately, Oedipus wants to find that other shepherd.  Jocasta remembers the incident with the baby and tells Oedipus, “I beg you--




.  God keep you from the knowledge of 





.”  

Oedipus discovers that the shepherd he seeks now is the same man who was witness to the killing of Laius.  He admits that he gave the baby to the other shepherd, but wants to say no more.  Oedipus threatens him.  Oedipus must know.  He can’t help himself in this search for self-knowledge.  The old shepherd tells 
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Oedipus that the baby’s 


 gave the baby to him to take to the wilderness to die.  And, that it was the baby of King Laius.  And, that it was Queen Jocasta that gave him the baby. The old shepherd pitied the baby and gave him to the other shepherd who is now, after all these years, the messenger.  A second messenger enters and tells everyone that, “our glorious queen Jocasta’s 


.  And, when Oedipus discovered her, he “tore the brooches . . . away from her [robe] and lifting them up high dashed them on his own 


.”  
Oedipus shrieks, crying out, “Darkness! [I deserve only] madness and stabbing pain and memory of evil deeds I have done.”  What are Oedipus’s evil deeds? 






 Even though Oedipus had treated Creon badly, calling him the murderer, Creon brought to Oedipus his two 



, 



 and 




.

