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Campbell High School

Foreign Language/ESOL Department

Fall Semester 2008
COURSE: Ninth Grade Literature/Composition  ESOL English for Speakers of Other Languages           TEACHER:  Ms. Gretchen Von Bergen
EMAIL:  Gretchen.VonBergen@cobbk12.org  Please contact me by e-mail if that is possible for you. You may leave a time and phone number for me to speak with you and/or to arrange a conference.  Cell:404-434-3758
CHS WEBSITE:  http://www.cobbk12.org/~campbellhs
CHS SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT GOALS: 
WRITING: Students will practice composition skills to improve writing across the curriculum.

COMMUNICATION: 
The school will foster effective communication networks with all stakeholders.

COURSE DESCRIPTION:
The course includes Greek and Roman mythology, Shakespeare’s The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet, Homer’s The Odyssey, as well as selected works in the genres of poetry, short story, autobiography, biography, non-fiction, and novel. Students will compose and present an original poem.  Reading and writing skills will be practiced, focusing on success in the Georgia End of Course Test (EOCT).
GRADING POLICY:
Classwork
80%

Classwork includes verbal and written participation, homework, quizzes, notebook materials, projects, tests, compositions, and constructive groupwork.


 Final
5%


 End of Course Test                                                           15%

PARALLEL READING: A classroom library is available to students for pleasure reading.
VIDEOS:
Short videos about mythological tales such as Daedalus and Icarus; Theseus and the Minotaur; Perseus and Medusa, the Gorgon.

                                       Much Ado About Nothing and Romeo and Juliet, film adaptations of Shakespeare plays and The Odyssey.
We may occasionally view other curriculum-related movies or movie clips for English language development and cultural information.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
       
· Class participation grade daily includes bringing to class a pen, a pencil, the school-issued agenda, and a three-ring binder with 5 dividers and paper.

ATTENDANCE AND MAKE-UP POLICY:


      A student  who is present and actively participates is more likely to be successful. A part of the grade is for class participation, contributing in a positive manner to the learning in the classroom.  However, if a student is not present, that portion of the grade is not being earned.

      A reasonable number of absences per semester is one or two.  When students have an excused absence, they have three school days to make up assigned work.  After three days, a zero is given for the missed work. Missed schoolwork cannot be made up without an excused absence slip. (See pages 5 & 21 of student handbook.) days.

     After  5 absences the parents are notified. After 10 absence , the administrator is notified.  After 15 absences, the social worker is notified.

LATE WORK POLICY: There is no credit given for late homework assignments or work missed due to an unexcused absence.

TARDY POLICY: 


To avoid being counted tardy, students must be inside the classroom (both feet)  when the bell rings.  School policy states that  each tardy  merits a 90 minute detention.  Failure to serve detention results in Saturday School, then school suspension.

EXTRA HELP:
The teacher is available for tutoring everyday by appointment after school.
MANUSCRIPT REQUIREMENTS:

· All work should be completed with care and written legibly.

· Student name, teacher name, course, and date should appear in the upper left-hand corner of all assignments per MLA style.

· Compositions should be typed for final presentation. 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:

Cheating is considered a serious matter.  The parents of a student who has been involved in cheating will be notified and the student will receive a grade of zero for the test and U in(unsatisfactory) conduct on the report card. Second offense, same consequences plus 3 days ISS.

Cheating is defined as, but is not limited to, the following acts:

· Copying anyone’s answers to questions, exercises, study guides, class work, or homework assignments.
· Plagiarism: Taking any information verbatim from any source, including the Internet, without giving proper credit to the author, or rearranging the order of words and/or changing some words as written by the author and claiming the work as the student’s own.

· Looking onto another student’s paper during a test or quiz.

· Having available any study notes or other test aids during a test or quiz without the teacher's permission.
· Collaborating on assignments when independent work is expected.
· Passing information verbally or through signals.
· Having answers written on desks, arms, visible papers, clothing, etc.
· Giving or receiving information intended to be performed by an individual.
CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR;

Behavior that interferes with a positive learning environment or which takes away or monopolizes the time which has been set aside for all students’ learning – any such behavior  is inappropriate and unacceptable.  There are consequences. (pp. 33-34 Student Handbook)  After two classroom warnings, a phone call  is made to a parent.  If a problem continues, detention is assigned, then administrative referral.

Expectations:  Be on time.                     Be INSIDE THE ROOM when the last bell rings. School tardy policy applies.
                       Be prepared.                   Have your materials and homework.

                       Be respectful…………….towards your teachers and classmates.    -   Think and listen as well as talk.

                       No food or drink.              None! Put it in your bookbag  or put it on the windowsill.

                       Practice English.              That is why we are here!

                       Be positive!                      It makes life a lot more fun.

                        Plan to be in class 90 minutes.  Bathroom, drink, and food needs are to be taken care of before class starts or after the dismissal bell.
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Parents, please check the boxes to the left indicating your agreement to the following:

· I have read the class syllabus. 

· I understand the academic integrity and the grading policies.

· I give my child permission to view G, PG or PG13 movies/videos related to the curriculum of the class.

(Print) Student Name

Student Signature


(Print) Parent Name

Parent Signature

(H)







(W)

Parent telephone numbers

 Parent e-mail

COMMENTS:  

                            PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM WITH BOTH STUDENT AND PARENT SIGNATURES 

Please feel free to contact me if you have any additional questions or concerns.








